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The Mountains of Grand View
2

The mountains of Grand View are Colorado Mines Peak, Mount Flora, Mount Eva,
Parry Peak, Mount Bancroft and James Peak.

The story of how Colorado Mines Peak (12, 392 ft.) got its name is an interesting one.
According to USGS Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), it was originally
named for Edward L. Berthoud who surveyed what would become Berthoud Pass. He
was also an early professor and a president of the Board of Trustees at the Colorado
School of Mines.

1

Taken from the Colorado Department of Transportation’s website:
http://apps.coloradodot.info/dataaccess/Highways/index.cfm?fuseaction=HighwaysMain
2
Several different elevations have been given for these mountains in different historic and current
documents. The author has used the elevations found in the USGS GNIS.
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The photos taken by the author in 2011 are both of Colorado Mines Peak (Mines). The
one on the left is taken from the Hell’s ½ Acre curve and the one on the right is taken
from the Urad Road (at the Big Bend Picnic Area).
Lisa Dunn, Head of Reference of the Arthur Lakes Library, and Dr. Robert Knecht, of the
EPICS Department, both of the Colorado School of Mines, told the author of a Time
Magazine article (dated May 3, 1954) written about how the Colorado Mines Peak was
named. The following is a quote from that article.
“Whenever he thought about those three Rocky
Mountain peaks, Geologist Leslie W. LeRoy of the
Colorado School of Mines got mad. In 1869, it
seemed, some Harvard professor had come along to
survey the Colorado Rockies, and with typical Ivy
League impertinence had named
a few of them. The highest peak he measured thus
became Mt. Harvard (14,399 ft.), the next highest
Mt. Yale (14,172) and a few years later, a third peak
naturally was named Mt. Princeton (14,177). Not
one Colorado peak bore the name of a Colorado
campus.”

In notes provided to the author by Lisa Dunn,
the professor complained about the situation to his
students and all who would listen. Finally, in 1953
a student named Neal Harr, president of the student
body and member of the Theta Tau honorary
engineering society, identified seven unnamed peaks,
all over 12,000 feet in height, aesthetically appealing to
him and located near a major highway. He checked out
all of them. Finally he selected peak No. 7 as the right
one. The Time article says he climbed
it on his wedding day with his new wife.
The Mines Library notes taken from his wife and
“she should know” said it was the day after. He
completed the necessary paper work, submitted to the
Board of Geographical Names, Department of Interior
and the Board approved it.

The photo was taken from the top of
Mines Peak by the author during the
winter of 1998/1999.
It is looking north-west.

This photo was taken on the same day,
looking south-west into the Urad Valley.

In an award with a photo of Mine’s Peak given to Dr. Robert Knecht for his philanthropic
leadership, the following was written: “Colorado School of Mines Peak is on the
Continental Divide one mile east of Berthoud Pass. The 12,486-foot peak was dedicated
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on April 16, 1954 as the climax of an effort by Theta Tau, National Professional
Engineering Fraternity, to name a Colorado Mountain for the School of Mines.”
Today Mines Peak is recognized as the mountain with all the towers on it. In an article
found in the Vail Daily dated October 3, 2009 it reads:
“The Mines Electronic Site:
Berthoud Pass hosts the Mines Peak Electronic Site,
an important transcontinental communication link,
inaugurated in 1959, the site now includes many
towers for electronic data and phone transmission.
AT&T and Qwest are two of the companies that have
towers here. A dirt road provides access to the
structures from US 40. Maintenance personnel must
rely on snowmobiles and snowcats for winter access. The high elevation of this site-it
sits above the pass at 12,493 feet is desirable because the signal must travel in a straight
line for up to 40 miles to reach towers located on other high peaks. By placing the towers
on a peak, the physical height of the towers can be minimized while maximizing the
distance between towers.”

Information and description of the Summit are available for pilots who fly over Berthoud
Pass on the Colorado Department of Transportation website.

Both photos of the towers were taken by the author in 2011.

A gate at the summit parking lot is closed to the public for motorized access to the
summit of Berthoud Pass. Using the road for hiking is allowed by the U. S. Forest
Service. The photo below was taken by team Mission Berthoud from the Colorado School
of Mines during the Fall 2006 semester. It shows the road going up the side of Mines
Peak.
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1948 photograph of the “grand view” – author has added the names of the peaks
Photo provided by and used with permission from The Grand County Historical Society

The following is a quote taken from King of Colorado Botany 1:
“Parry’s greatest contribution to science is probably his exploration of the
southern Rocky Mountains of Colorado; through the distribution of his botanical
collections he introduced the Colorado flora to the world. He was also fascinated with
mountains, and he made barometric observations that permitted the first accurate
estimations of the altitudes of the high peaks of Colorado. Thanks to Parry, the region of
Upper Clear Creek commemorates several great botanical personalities of his time. The
ridge of the Continental Divide north from Empire has as one anchor James Peak – for
Edwin James, botanist with the Long Expedition, named by Parry – followed in
succession southward by Parry’s Peak, 13,391 feet, Mount Eva (commemorating Parry’s
wife), and the Mount Flora of Parry’s accounts. Parry’s Creek leads northwestward
down from Parry’s Peak to Middle Park and the present village of Winter Park. Mount
Engelmann, with its majestic cirque, lies to the west of Empire, and Gray’s and Torrey’s
Peaks, to the south, stand high above the valley of Clear Creek. A second Parry’s Peak,
1

William A. Weber: King of Colorado Botany: Charles Christopher Parry, 1823 – 1890 Published by the
University Press of Colorado Copyright 1997 Page 1
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12,682 feet, lies just south of Mount Elbert, and the village of Twin Lakes, in Lake
County, although Parry is not known to have visited the area.”

Mount Flora (13,126 ft.)
Mount Flora, next to Mines Peak, was named by Dr. Charles C. Parry and he would
describe it in his writings. In Latin the word, “flora”, means flowers. Parry took
measurements of Mount Flora and recorded the summit elevation as 12,878 feet.
In the booklet, Guide to the Colorado Mountains: 1-70 Skylines 1 by Joe Milligan,
suggests that the mountain was named by someone else. He writes:
“The second explanation, proposed by Chauncey Thomas, an early
Denver writer, indicated that the peak is named for his mother, Flora Sumner
Thomas (1866-1943), the sister-in-law of W. N. Byers, founder of the Rocky
Mountain News. Thomas states that Major John Wesley Powell, the great
western explorer, stayed with Byers for some time. Powell started a Boy Scout
camp at Berthoud Pass. While there, he named two mountains, one on each side
of the pass, for Byers’ wife, Elizabeth, and her younger sister Flora. Thomas
wrote the following prose about the peak and his desire to be buried on the
mountain:
Traveler-this summit rest-Behold the peaks-two oceans breast,
Then on this grave lay you a stone-a mountain man sleeps here alone,
When the time comes, I want to rest for eternity
Sleep on Berthoud Pass, in the mountains that are my religion.
At the age of 69, Thomas suffered a stroke. Three days later he took his own life
with a Winchester rifle. Thomas was cremated and his ashes spread on the summit
of Berthoud Pass and Mount Flora.”
Chauncey Thomas has a monument on the top of
Berthoud Pass, across the highway from the USFS
restroom. The monument was placed there by the
Colorado Historical Society in 1943.
It reads:
Chauncey Thomas 1872 – 1941
Author of “the Snow Story”, the Epic of Berthoud
Pass
“A Mountain Man Sleeps Here Alone”
Author’s Note: “The Snow Story or Why the Hot
Sulphur Mail was Late” first appeared in
“Municipal Facts Bi-Monthly” November –
December 1922. It is an amazing story based on
fact that should be read by anyone interested in
the history of Berthoud Pass.

1

Photo by Author

Milligan, H. Joseph: Guide to the Colorado Mountains: I-70 skylines Copyright 1997 Westcliffe Publishers Page 27
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Copies are usually available at the Peck House in Empire or the Grand County museums
in Fraser and Hot Sulphur Springs.

This Photo taken the winter of
1998/1999 from the top of Mines
Peak looking at the mountains of the
“grand view” by the author.

Mount Eva (13,130 ft.)
Mt. Eva was named for Parry’s second wife. Parry’s first wife, Sarah, died in childbirth
five years after they were married. He was married to Emily on September 21, 1859. She
was his helpmate throughout their 30 years of marriage. In the April 26, 1915
Davenport, IA Democrat and Leader, an article on her death states that on his death (C.
C. Parry) left Mrs. Parry in comfortable circumstances. They left no hildren. (sic) 1 In the
same article, it notes that Asa Gray (Gray’s Peak) named Sand blossoms, Linanthus
parryae, after her. (The author writes “note the feminine – ae ending of the specific
epithet”.)

Parry Peak (13,373 ft.)
Parry Peak is named for Charles Christopher Parry (18231890). According to William A. Weber in his book, King of
Colorado Botany, he states that Parry Peak was named by
“Surv. Gen. F. M. Case” 2. In Charles Parry’s writings he does
not say that he named a mountain for himself, but lists only the
names of mountains he named for friends. The author knows
little of botany, but after reading the writings of Parry in his
letters and publications, you can feel his joy for exploring the
Colorado Rockies and his passion for discovery. He began
collecting in Colorado during the summer of 1861, the same
time gold and silver were being discovered along Clear Creek.
He lived on and off for twenty years in a cabin at the base of
This photo was provided by the
for Botanical
Gray’s and Torrey’s peaks. He collected over 30,000 specimens duringHunt
hisInstitute
lifetime
and
Documentation
they are now housed in the Ada Hayden Herbarium at Iowa State University.
SeventyCarnegie Mellon University
Pittsburg, Penn
six species in Colorado were named for Charles Christopher Parry 3.
1

“Who’s in a Name?” http://www.csupomona.edu/~larryblakely/whoname/who_pary.htm
Weber: Page 74
Colorado Flora of Charles Parry by Al Schneider at
http://www.conps.org/Slide%20Shows/Charles%20Parry%27s%20Colorado%20Flora/index.htm

2

3
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Author’s note: Parry Peak is sometimes called “Bear claw” by
the locals. Parry Peak represents the Grand County side of the
Pass on the Berthoud Pass Auto Tour logo drawn by Greg
McFadden. Engelmann Peak represents the Clear Creek
County side of the Pass.

Mount Bancroft (12,044)
The USGS decision card dated March 7, 1906, for this mountain states that at the request
of George J. Bancroft, it was named Bancroft Mountain. George Jarvis Bancroft (18731945) 1 received a degree in mechanical engineering and worked as a mining engineer,
which included water diversion projects such as the Moffat Tunnel. He was the son of
Dr. Frederick Bancroft and the father of Caroline Bancroft (author of 20 Colorado history
books and booklets).
Dr. Frederick Jones Bancroft (1834-1903) was a surgeon in the Union Army during the
Civil War. He came to Denver in 1866. He was the founder of the Colorado Historical
Society and the Denver Medical Society. Mount Bancroft is named for him.

1

All information on the Bancroft family was taken from the Denver Public Library website for the Caroline Bancroft Family Papers.
http://eadsrv.denverlibrary.org/sdx/pl/doc-tdm.xsp?id=WH1089_d0e35&fmt=text&base=fa
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“Grand View” taken from the Fraser Flats – March 2011
The Winter Park Ski Area can be seen in the lower right hand corner.
Parry Peak, with the “bear claw”, can be seen in the middle of the photo.
Photo by Author

James Peak (13, 307)
James Peak was named by C. C. Parry for his friend Edwin James, the prominent botanist
and journalist on the Stephen H. Long expedition. James is credited with the first
recorded ascent of a Colorado peak above 14,000 feet, Pikes Peak. The explorer, Major
Stephen Long, originally named Pikes Peak, James Peak. James was only 23 when he
joined the second season of the 1819-1820 U S Army expedition led by Major Stephen
Long. The purpose of the expedition was to find the sources of the Platte, Arkansas and
the Red Rivers and to gather scientific data. James was the expedition’s botanist,
geologist and chronicler. He collected hundreds of new plant species and turned them
over to John Torrey (Torrey’s Peak) to study and name. 1
In the Colorado Historical Society Essays and Monographs in Colorado History, dated
1984, there appears an interesting article called Edwin James and Fenimore Cooper: A
Shared Vision of the American Frontier by Albert E. Moyer. In it, Moyer writes that the
“James’s narrative was a direct source of content for The Prairie, Cooper’s 1827 saga of
the old and dying character Leatherstocking. Even though Cooper, in the words of his
daughter, ‘had never seen the prairies,’ he was able while writing this third
1

http://www.csupomona.edu/~larryblakely/whoname/who_jmes.htm
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Leatherstocking novel to draw on James’s portrayals of Plains Indians, geography, and
wildlife.”

This photo was taken by the team Mission Berthoud from the Colorado
School of Mines during the Fall 2006 Semester.

In a later Colorado Historical Society Essays and Monographs in Colorado History,
dated 1994, another article is written about Edwin James. This one by Phil Carson is
called “Through a Glass, Sharply: Edwin James and the First Recorded Ascent of Pikes
Peak, July 13-15, 1820”. Much of this article is based on Edwin James journal and his
set of letters. These are much more informal and may express his true feelings about the
climb. Other sources have used the official account of Major Long’s 1820 expedition to
the Rockies, penned primarily by James but reviewed by Major Long for research of the
climb.
“James made no further marks on botanical science.” 1 He served as a surgeon in the US
Army for a few years, studied Indian languages and in 1836 moved to Iowa. He died at
the age of 64 of injuries sustained in a wood hauling accident. The footnotes for this
article by Larry Blakely includes the following note: “On the 25th of October, 1861, he
fell from a load of wood, the team descending a small pitch of ground…both wheels
passed over his chest… He lingered…until the morning of October 28, when he expired
at the age of 64 years…” 2

1
2

http://www.csupomona.edu/~larryblakely/whoname/who_jmes.htm
Ibid
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Additional information: 1 In August 2002, the James Peak Wilderness Area was officially
dedicated. The Congress designated the 14,000-acre area, which straddles the Continental
Divide in Boulder, Clear Creek, and Gilpin Counties. The legislation also added 3,000
acres to the nearby Indian Peaks Wilderness Area and created a 16,000-acre James Peak
"Protection Area" encompassing the 7,000 acres of the James Peak Roadless Area in
Grand County and other adjacent National Forest land. The legislation prohibits mining,
timber cutting, new road building and land exchanges in the James Peak Protection Area.

Author’s note: If you, the reader, are like me, you have given little thought to where the
name of a loved flower on an alpine meadow comes from. How amazing these early
botanists were. We think of miners, fur traders, “Lewis & Clark”, wagon train scouts, and
cavalry soldiers as the ones who opened the American West. I think we need to add these
botanists as well. I am glad their names reside on the top of Berthoud Pass.

Avalanche Path:
Twin Cone Banks
Location: 238
Terrain Specifications:
Starting Zone elevation: 10,320 ft.
Runout Zone elevation: 10,260 ft.
Length of path: 108 ft.

Vertical fall to roadway: 60 ft.
Maximum vertical fall: 60 ft.

Avalanche Data:
Length of road affected: 4,900 ft.
Average avalanche activity affecting road/year: 3.0
Control Methods:
Mobile control: None
Comments: The use of snow blowers can reduce the volume of the slides under normal
conditions, but during long periods of heavy snow, slides can cover all three lanes for
long distances. On February 6, 2011 a slide occurred that covered all three lanes a depth
of 7 to 8 ft. and for a distance of ½ mile.

1

http://www.coloradowilderness.com/wildpages/jamespeak.html
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Twin Cone Bank taken from the upper end of the cut bank.

Twin Cone Bank taken from the lower end of the cut bank at mile 238.1
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