MP 254 – 255: Ball and Lincoln Mountains
Excellent views can be had of Ball and Lincoln Mountains between these two mileage
posts. Empire was first settled during the Civil War years by Union supporters, thus
many of the names of mountains that surround the valley reflect their allegiance.
Also within these mileage posts are the turn-offs for Morrison Road and the US Forest
Service Boundary.
Route
U. S. Highway 40
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Mile Marker
254
255

X
438019.73
439593.25

Y
4401757.05
4401561.17

Longitude
-105.723612
-105.705225

Latitude
39.763483
39.761831

Drawing taken from a 1960’s Empire brochure
Elevation numbers have been taken from the USGS website.
The mountain just southwest of town was called Lincoln for the President of the United
States. (Author’s note: its elevation is 10,364 ft.) Just across from Lincoln is Douglas
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Taken from the Colorado Department of Transportation’s website:
http://apps.coloradodot.info/dataaccess/Highways/index.cfm?fuseaction=HighwaysMain
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Mountain, named for Stephen Douglas. The early pioneers thought it appropriate that the
two mountains sat across from each other, symbolizing the famous debates. 1
The Empire Valley was part of the Territory of Kansas when the first miners came into
the valley. In August 1860 a meeting was held to set up the Union Mining District and
the town of Valley City (Empire).
“On the 9th of August, 1860, (we) did survey and set the stakes and located them
as we in our judgment and ability thought best for the interest and welfare of Union
District and Valley City Company. Commencing at the Southeast corner on the southeast
mountain (Douglas), to a stake running north 160 rods to the northeast mountain
(Covode), to a stake: thence west 160 rods to the northwest mountain (Eureka), to a
stake; then south to the southwest mountain, (Lincoln) 160 rods to a stake; thence east to
the southeast corner of the town site of Valley City to the place of the beginning,
containing 160 acres of land, be the same more or less.
(signed) George Merrill
(signed) E. R. Williams”2

An ink drawing taken from a French publication dated 1868 showing Lincoln Mountain and the Empire
Valley.
Source: Tour du Monde, vol. XVII, p. 260 (1868) Far-West Americain, by M. L. Simonin.
Photo provided by and used with permission from the Denver Public Library
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Hunter, C., Buckland S. G., Elliot, N: Highway to Discovery: Exploring the East Side of Colorado’s
Berthoud Pass Self-published by Partners for Access to the Woods, Empire, Colorado - 1999
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Harrison, Louis C. Empire and the Berthoud Pass published by Big Mountain Press, Denver 1964 Page 27
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The name Ball Mountain cannot yet be found on a US Geological Survey map, but it is a
name given to this mountain since early in Empire’s history.

It is named for the Honorable
David J. Ball. Sometimes it is
referred to incorrectly as Bald
Mountain because of its
appearance.
A description of the mountain
is found in Harrison’s book:
Empire and The Berthoud
Pass.

Photo by author - 2011

“Rose-colored at daybreak, royal purple at eventide; the first to wear winter ermine, the
last to shed it in summer, Ball Mountain, named for little Dave Ball, is the most majestic
of the mountains that bound the star-shaped valley that harbors Empire.” 1
Harrison also writes:
“To set the record straight, the ‘pioneer Trail Blazer (Henry DeWitt Clinton Cowles) of
the Rocky Mountains’ with his friend, John G. Graves, sighted the tree-covered
‘Berthoud’ Pass from Ball mountain on or about the first day of September, 1860.
Edward L. Berthoud, for whom the famous Pass, was named and who, heretofor, has
been erroneously credited with discovering it, was engaged in May, 1861, to explore its
feasibility for a stage and wagon road. In June, 1861, he began the survey for a wagon
route for W. H. Russell’s Central Overland California and Pikes Peak Express
Company.” 2
David Ball was born in October 1840 in Carrollton, Ohio and died in Empire on June 3,
1899. He arrived in Empire on September 13, 1860. Only three men were there before
Ball: Judge Coles (sic), Edgar Freeman, and George Merrill. In the fall of that year, he
was made recorder of the Union Mining District and continued in that position until the
town of Empire was laid out and incorporated in 1884. He then became a member of the
Board of Trustees for the town for many years. 3
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Harrison, Louis C. Empire and the Berthoud Pass published by Big Mountain Press, Denver 1964 Page 47
Harrison, Louis C. Empire and the Berthoud Pass published by Big Mountain Press, Denver 1964
Page 100
3
McGrath, Maria Davies: The Real Pioneers of Colorado The Denver Museum 1934
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In 1860, a two-room log cabin was built between Empire and North Empire which served
as the town hall, the courthouse, sheriff’s office and the recorder’s office. This also was
the living quarters for David Ball. (Also see North Empire section) In 1861, he paid the
town $10 for a building site at Block 20, Lot number 14, which was located on Main
Street between Sunny and Park Avenue. (Author’s note: Main Street in Empire runs from
Union Pass up to North Empire. Sunny Ave is in front of the Peck House and Park
Avenue is now US Highway 40.) Ball was always a bachelor and in later years, the Peck
House bell would ring to tell him that his dinner was ready.
David Ball believed strongly in the importance of education and served on the school
board many of the years he lived in Empire. He was a Director and stockholder of the
Georgetown, Empire and Middle Park Wagon Road. He was owner or part owner of the
following mines in the Valley: Tenth Legion, Pittsburgh, Ball’s Placer, Covode,
Americus lodes, and the Pioneer Mine and Mill. He was also a volunteer of the Empire
Fire Department and a charter member of the Empire Lodge No. 8 (Masons) and served
as its secretary.
Maybe this quote from the Georgetown Courier obituary (David J. Ball died on June 3,
1899) describes him best: “Mr. Ball came to Empire when he was 21 years of age. He
was the first district recorder and in 1865 was elected a member of the lower house of the
Legislature which met at Golden. He was a charter member of the Empire Lodge of
Masons, organized in 1863, and remained a member until the lodge gave up its charter in
1867. His brother, Albert A. Ball of West Liberty, Iowa, who was with him at the time of
his death, took the body to that place for burial.
In the death of Mr. Ball, Empire loses a most worthy citizen, and a man who will be
greatly missed. He was to the people of that little village like an over-indulgent father.
The elder ones went to him for their numerous favors. The children, when they had a
broken toy, always appealed to Mr. Ball to repair it, and thus he grew into the hearts of
all.” 1

Photo by author - 2011
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Harrison, Louis C. Empire and the Berthoud Pass published by Big Mountain Press, Denver 1964 Page 365
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Maps showing the location of
Ball Mountain.

The famous Dam/Disney
Avalanche Chute is located
on Ball Mountain. Refer to
MP 252-253. Ball Mountain
is just north east of
Engelmann Peak.

Maps used on this page were generated by the National Geographic Maps – TOPO program:
http://www.topo.com
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This map was created in April 2004 by the Colorado School of Mines “Team Pioneer”
made up of Pamela Mencin, Tim Notz, Brooks Perry and Brad Stolz.
Their map was based on Frank Maxwell’s August 10, 1891 Survey of Berthoud Pass
In April 2004, students from the Colorado School of Mines were given the challenge to
take Frank Maxwell’s 1891 survey notes 1 of Berthoud Pass and find the wagon road. The
map above is the result of their excellent work. This map became the foundation for a lot
of the historic research that has been done by Partners for Access to the Woods (PAW)
on Berthoud Pass. This research and the map are now part of this Auto Tour.

The Morrison Road section of the wagon road is marked on the map above. It is a county
road and is used by Clear Creek County residents still today. Little has changed on the
road. The road ends with a large white fence across it, now marking private land. Please
respect the owners and their property which is marked with a “NO Trespessing” sign.
(Author’s Note: More information is given about the area beyond the fence in the section for MP
253-254 where there is safe pull-out on the south side of US Highway 40.)
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More information is provided about Frank Maxwell’s survey in the section about “Where is the wagon
road?”
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Photo caption: Ranger Meeting, U.S. Forest Service, Berkeley, Cal. Date January 3-12, 1917

Photo provided by and used with permission from the Denver Public Library

The US Forest Service boundary is located between MP 254 and 255. These federal lands
are administrated by the Arapaho – Roosevelt National Forest. District offices are located
in Granby for Grand County and Idaho Springs for Clear Creek County but often duties
are shared between the two offices. The Supervisor’s office is in Ft. Collins.
The U. S. Forest Service came late to the history of Berthoud Pass. Much had already
happened. Gold was discovered in Empire in 1860, Berthoud Pass was surveyed in 1861,
and also in 1861 Charles Christopher Parry had explored the Pass. Colorado became a
Territory and Clear Creek County was established in 1861.President Lincoln had been
elected and assassinated by 1865. John Wesley Powell explored Middle Park in 1866. In
1869, he would explore the Grand Canyon. The Transcontinental Rail was completed in
1869 and that same year women in Wyoming could vote. Grand County was established
in 1874. The Georgetown – Empire – Middle Park Wagon Road was completed by 1875
and in service. Lewis D. C. Gaskill and his family were living on the top of Berthoud
Pass in 1876. Thomas Edison invented the light bulb in 1879. The ditch on the summit of
Berthoud Pass belonged to the Agricultural Ditch Company in 1890.
In 1891 the Forest Reserve was established, but did not included any lands on Berthoud
Pass. In 1905 President Teddy Roosevelt signed a proclamation that changed the Forest
Reserves (including other federal lands) into the U. S. Forest Service under the
Department of Agriculture. Early maps show that the Clear Creek County side of
Berthoud Pass was part of the Pike National Forest and the Grand County side of the Pass
was part of the Arapaho National Forest.
Several name changes have occurred over the years as well as the combining of different
National Forest.
In 1907, the Pikes Peak National Forest was renamed simply the Pike National Forest.
The Arapaho National Forest was established on October 24, 1903. The Roosevelt
National Forest was first known as the Colorado National Forest. Before that, the
Colorado National Forest was known as the Medicine Bow which was established in
1902. In 1936, the federal lands on Berthoud Pass that were part of the Pike National
Forest were transferred to the Arapaho National Forest. In 1975, the Arapaho and
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Roosevelt were combined and are now known as the Arapaho-Roosevelt National
Forest. 1
The Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest is the governing entry that administers what
happens at the Summit of Berthoud Pass.

Photo by Author
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The historical information in this paragraph was provided by Christine Bradley, Clear Creek County’s
Archivist.
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