Note: Trails in the Clear Creek
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minimize wildlife impacts
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1

3,400

Easy

$

2

1,350

Easy to Moderate

$$

3

3,100

Moderate to Hard

$$$

4

11,700

Hard

$$$

5

960

Easy

$

6

3,600

Moderate to Hard

$$$

7

5,000

Easy

$

8

4,600

Moderate to Hard

$$$

9

7,100

Moderate

$$

10

2,400

Easy to Moderate

$$

11

4,400

Moderate

$$

12

8,600

Moderate to Hard

$$$

13

16,300

Moderate to Hard

$$$

14

4,800

Moderate to Hard

$$$

15

4,000

Moderate to Hard

$$$
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Appendix C – Detailed Descriptions of Trail Segments
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Segment 1

Segment 2

Segment 3

Segment 4

Approximate Length: 2,900 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Easy
Construction Difficulty: Low
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None
Approximate Length: 1,350 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Low to Moderate
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: Hiking-only

From the end of the existing meadow trail, this trail continues to gently climb to the
north through meadows and forests. Near the northwest property boundary, the trail
reaches a small outcrop where it begins a series of turns to meet a small meadow. From
the meadow, the trail climbs back to the south to reach an existing two-track road.

Approximate Length: 3,100 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None

From the existing section of two-track road, this trail climbs along an existing trail to the
north before starting a series of turns and switchbacks to ascend to the top of the ridge.
Trail grades may be steep in places (up to 12 percent, average) to navigate the terrain
and provide a direct connection to the ridge line. The terrain is dominated by open
forest and small rock outcrops. At the top of the ridge, this trail follows a relatively flat
contour among the multiple rock outcrops that provide rest and viewing areas for
visitors.
This trail is a bike-oriented directional trail that is primarily intended for intermediate to
advanced mountain bikers. From the top of the ridge, it bends and contours across the
upper slope, with multiple turns, to reach a vertical spine characterized by rocky
outcrops, slabs, and scattered trees. The main trail descends along this spine as it twists
and turns through numerous insloped turns, taking advantage of breaks and benches in
the terrain. Multiple advanced optional lines follow more direct and aggressive grades
utilizing rock outcrops, slabs, and benches. Towards the bottom of the slope, the trail
meanders to the east to descend a dry gully through a series of swoops and turns. At the
bottom of the slope, the grades moderate as the trail approaches the beginner loop
(Segment 5) and the trailhead.

Approximate Length: 8,500 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate, advanced
optional lines
Construction Difficulty: High
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: Directional down

This segment consists primarily of existing two-track road and a short, existing access
trail. Grades are fairly steep, making it more suitable as a hiking-only trail. A section of
new trail is proposed as a sustainable reroute to the steepest section of road (exceeding
25%). The existing road through the reroute area should be decommissioned and
revegetated.
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Segment 5

Segment 6

Segment 7

Segment 8

Approximate Length: 950 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Easy
Construction Difficulty: Low
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None
Approximate Length: 3,200 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Advanced
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 2
Special Management: None

Approximate Length: 4,500 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Low
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None

Approximate Length: 4,600 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate, advanced
alt. lines
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: Optional lines

This trail is a short loop intended for kids and other beginner mountain bikers and short
hikes. From midway up the existing meadow trail, this trail follows a gently descending
contour before looping back south towards the trailhead. This trail is intended to be fun
and rewarding for entry-level mountain bikers, with forgiving swoops and turns and lowconsequence trail features (e.g., rock lines or wood platforms). The junction with the
longer downhill trail (Segment 4) must be carefully designed to ensure a safe merging of
the two trails (e.g., high visibility, signage and parallel routes for a certain length).
The purpose of this segment is to provide a contour route to the ridge zone without
climbing up and over the south ridgeline. In addition, this trail provides access to the
large north-facing rock formation and overlook (“The Aqueduct”). From the existing two
track road of Segment 2, this trail continues north along a contour that goes over and
through several rock outcrops, before reaching the top the outcrop and viewpoint. From
the viewpoint this trail continues to gently climb along the contour to the east, through
dense forest and rocky areas to reach a flat bench on the ridgeline where it intersects
with Segments 7, 8 and 9.
From the ridge zone intersection with Segments 6, 8 and 9, this segment provides the
main connection back to the south ridgeline. Most of this trail climbs to the southwest
through dense “doghair” forest to reach to the south ridgeline and Segment 3. This trail
is less interesting from a visitor perspective, but it is a very important component of the
overall trail system.

From the intersection with Segments 6, 7 and 9, this trail gently descends to the east,
along the north aspect of the ridgeline. It traverses around and through several rocky
outcrops and benches, providing multiple opportunities for optional trail lines adjacent
to the main trail corridor. After multiple outcrops, benches, and saddles in the ridgeline,
this trail terminates at a prominent viewpoint at the eastern crown of the ridge.
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Segment 9

Segment 10

Segment 11

Segment 12

Approximate Length: 3,500 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Moderate
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None

This trail is part of the regional spine connection, and is the primary return route from
the northern and eastern ridgelines to the south access points. It follows a gentle
contour along the south aspect of the ridgeline, crossing through open shrubland before
climbing in a sequence of turns placed among multiple interesting rock outcrops. Grades
are intended to be moderate (5 to 8 percent), making this the primary regional corridor
for all visitors and uphill route for mountain bikers.

Approximate Length: 2,400 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate, advanced
optional lines
Construction Difficulty: Easy to Moderate
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: Optional lines

From a midpoint along Segment 8 and the north aspect of the ridgeline, this trail gently
descends to the north as it twists and turns through open forest and rocky outcrops to
reach a secondary ridgeline and flat bench that extends to the north. Rock outcrops and
slabs provide several opportunities for advanced optional lines along an otherwise
intermediate trail.

Approximate Length: 4,400 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Moderate
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None

This trail provides the primary contour route from the north ridgeline bench, around the
base of the east ridge and back to the west/south (via Segment 9). From the north
ridgeline bench, this trail follows a contour through thick forests and rocky terrain.
Further east, the terrain and views open up substantially and this segment climbs along
the base of the east ridgeline to meet Segment 9.

Approximate Length: 8,200 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Advanced
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 2
Special Management: None

This trail is intended to provide a challenging and adventurous tour through the rugged
terrain along the canyon walls. From an intermediate ridgeline along Segment 6, this trail
descends to the north making its way in around and through thick forests and rock
outcrops. After picking its way around another rocky ridge, the trail begins to climb back
to the east in more moderate forested terrain to eventually reach the primary north
ridge and bench, and the intersection with Segments 10, 11, and 13.
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Segment 13

Segment 14

Segment 15

Approximate Length: 15,300 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Intermediate
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: Hiking-only

Approximate Length: 10,000 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Advanced
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 3
Special Management: None
Approximate Length: 3,500 feet
Visitor Difficulty: Advanced
Construction Difficulty: Moderate to High
Trail Class: 2
Special Management: Hiking only

This trail is intended to be a hiking-only route from the Oxbow Trailhead. From the
Peaks to Plains Trail in the Tunnel 5 Oxbow, this segment climbs aggressively through
rock outcrops and forest to reach the old wagon road about 150 vertical feet above the
canyon bottom. The trail follows the old wagon road to the east for a short distance,
before climbing again to the south through open forests with more gentle grades. After a
substantial elevation gain, this trail follows a gentle contour to the west, ultimately
reaching the north ridge area and the intersection with trail Segments 10, 11, and 12.
The upper portions of this segment should be considered as a multi-use regional
connection to JCOS lands to the east (see below).
From the Lone Star Mine site along US 6 and the future Peaks to Plains Trail, this
segment climbs through dense forest and rock outcrops to reach Segment 12 high in the
canyon. While this corridor is dominated by steep and rocky terrain, it is primarily
intended to use moderate grades whenever possible to maintain accessibility to all
visitors, including bikes. If other options for a trail become available on adjacent private
land (see below), this corridor may also be suitable for a separate downhill -oriented trail
for mountain bikes.
From the Lone Star Mine site, this segment is a hiking trail that explores the boulders and
cliffs above the canyon before connecting back to Segment 14. With many steps, slabs,
and tight turns, this trail is intended to provide an adventurous experience that gives
visitors an intimate sense of the rugged terrain.
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